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Human action to save the ozone layer has worked as hoped, and it may recover in just
decades, the UN says. An international agreement in 1987 to stop using the harmful
chemicals that were damaging the layer has been successful, the major assessment says.
The ozone layer is a thin part of the Earth’s atmosphere that absorbs most of the ultraviolet
radiation from the Sun. When it is depleted, this radiation can reach the surface — causing
potential harm to humans and other living things. Ultraviolet rays can damage DNA and
cause sunburn, increasing the long-term risk of problems such as skin cancer.

The ozone layer began depleting in the 1970s. Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) *!, which
were commonly found in spray cans, fridges, foam insulation and air conditioners, were
blamed for eating away at the ozone layer. A gaping hole in the layer was discovered by
scientists in 1985. Just two years later, the Montreal Protocol was signed — with 46
countries promising to phase out the harmful chemicals. The deal later became the first UN
treaty to achieve universal ratification, and almost 99% of banned ozone-depleting
substances have now been phased out. The Antarctic ozone hole continued expanding until
2000, after which its area and depth began improving slowly.

Now, a report co-produced by UN, US and EU agencies says the Montreal Protocol is
working as hoped. It says that, if current policies are maintained, the ozone layer will be
restored to 1980 values — before the ozone hole appeared — at different points in different
places:

+ 2066 over the Antarctic, where ozone depletion was the worst
+ 2045 over the Arctic
* in about two decades’ time everywhere else

While the depletion of ozone is harmful due to solar radiation, it is not a major cause of
climate change. But saving the ozone layer has had a positive knock-on effect on global
warming, the report suggests, because some of the harmful chemicals that were phased out
are powerful greenhouse gases.

That phase-out will have prevented up to 1°C of warming by the middle of the century
— if compared to increasing their use by 3% per year, the scientists found. While the report
has been hailed as good news — and evidence that rapid, international action to avert
environmental crises can work — it warns that continued progress on the ozone layer is not
guaranteed. For example, proposals to limit global warming by sending millions of tonnes of
sulphur dioxide into the upper atmosphere — known as stratospheric aerosol injection*? —

could drastically reverse the ozone layer’s recovery.
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Robots now deliver food in Milton Keynes, England, tote supplies in a Dallas hospital,
disinfect patients’ rooms in China and Europe, and wander parks in Singapore, nagging
pedestrians to maintain social distance.

This past spring, in the middle of a global economic collapse, the robotmakers I'd
contacted in 2019, when I started working on this article, said they were getting more, not
fewer, inquiries from potential customers. The pandemic has made more people realize that
“automation is going to be a part of work,” Ready-Campbell told me in May. “The driver of
that had been efficiency and productivity, but now there’s this other layer to it, which is
health and safety.”

Even before the COVID crisis added its impetus®, technological trends were
accelerating the creation of robots that could fan out into our lives. Mechanical parts got
lighter, cheaper, and sturdier. Electronics packed more computing power into smaller
packages. Breakthroughs let engineers put powerful data-crunching tools into robot bodies.
Better digital communications let them keep some robot “brains” in a computer elsewhere
—or connect a simple robot to hundreds of others, letting them share a collective
intelligence, like a beehive’s.

The workplace of the near future “will be an ecosystem of humans and robots working

”»

together to maximize efficiency,” said Ahti Heinla, co-founder of the Skype internet-call
platform, now co-founder and «chief technology officer of Starship Technologies, whose
six-wheeled, self-driving delivery robots are rolling around Milton Keynes and other cities in
Europe and the United States.

“We’'ve gotten used to having machine intelligence that we can carry around with us,”
said Manuela Veloso, an Al roboticist at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh. She held

up her smartphone. “Now we're going to have to get used to intelligence that has a body

and moves around without us.”

(##)* impetus : FW
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Wikstrom argues that the digital music revolution is characterized by three
central features: connectivity, music as a service and amateur production. First, while
the ‘old’ music industry was centred on corporate control of music to maximize
revenue, the new digital business is about connectivity — the links between producers

and audience.

7 : This means the new industry is high in connectivity but low in producer control.

4 . As soon as music is uploaded onto the web it becomes freely available, thus reducing
its commercial value, but people may still be prepared to pay for the services that help
them to find what they want in vast online archives.

™7 : Second, the old industry was based on sales of physical products such as vinyl
records™, cassettes and CDs, but the digital industry shifts to the provision of access to
music services.

T ! The internet has enabled everyone in the producer-audience network to upload music,
not merely passively to receive it.

% : Third, music audiences today can become amateur producers, creatively remixing
their favourite professionally recorded music and publishing online.
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The World Health Organization warned this month against using artificial sweeteners to
control body weight or reduce the risk of noncommunicable diseases, saying that long-term
use is not effective and could pose health risks.

These alternatives to sugar, when consumed long term, do not serve to reduce body fat
in either adults or children, the W.H.O. said in a recommendation, adding that continued
consumption could increase the risk of Type 2 diabetes™!, cardiovascular*? diseases and
mortality in adults.

“The recommendation applies to all people except individuals with pre-existing
diabetes and includes all synthetic and naturally occurring or modified nonnutritive
sweeteners that are not classified as sugars found in manufactured foods and beverages, or
sold on their own to be added to foods and beverages by consumers,” the W.H.O. said.

The W.H.O. recommendation is based on a review of available evidence, the agency said,
and is part of a set of guidelines for healthy diets being rolled out.

Some examples of the sweeteners include aspartame, saccharin, sucralose and stevia.

The W.H.O.’s announcement contradicts previous studies that have said

(1) *! diabetes : $ERR *2 cardiovascular : [OMig Il @

1. most of these sweeteners are not naturally occurring
these sweeteners don’t offer any health benefits but also do not cause harm
polyphenol is recommended for consumption because of its nutritional value

a half of the patients with diabetes consume these sweeteners on a daily basis

ARSI

the alternatives to sugar and fat are not effective to reduce the risk of diseases
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