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[No. 59] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following passage.
Big taxes will be imposed on imports of electric vehicles from China to the EU after the
majority of member states backed the plans. The move to introduce tariffs aims to protect
the European car industry from being undermined by what EU politicians believe are unfair
Chinese-state subsidies on its own cars. Tariffs on electric cars made in China are set to rise
from 10% to up to 45% for the next five years, but there have been concerns such a move
could raise electric vehicle (EV) prices for buyers. The decision, which split EU member
states such as France and Germany, risks sparking a trade war between/Brussels and Beijing,
which has condemned the tariffs as protectionist.

China has been counting on high-tech products to help revive its.flagging economy, and
the EU is the largest overseas market for the country’s electric car industry. Its domestic
car industry has grown rapidly over the past two decades and its brands, such as BYD, have
begun moving into international markets, prompting fears from the likes of the EU that its
own companies will be unable to compete with thecheaper prices. The EU imposed import
tariffs of varying levels on different Chinese manufacturers in the summer, but Friday’s vote
was to decide if they were to be implemented for the next five years. The charges were
calculated based on estimates of how. much Chinese state aid each manufacturer has
received following an EU investigation.” The European Commission set individual duties on
three major Chinese EV brands: SAIC, BYD and Geely.

EU members were divided on tariffs. Germany, whose car manufacturing industry is
heavily dependent on/exports to China, was against them. Many EU members abstained in
the vote. German carmakers have been vocal in opposition. Volkswagen says tariffs are “the
wrong approach”. However, France, Italy, the Netherlands and Poland were reported to have
backed the import taxes. The tariffs proposal could only have been blocked if a qualified
majority of 15 members voted against it. Germany’s top industry association, BDI, called on
the European Union and China to continue trade talks over tariffs to avoid an “escalating
trade conflict”. The European Commission, which held the vote, said the EU and China
would “work hard to explore an alternative solution” to the import taxes to address what it
called “injurious subsidization” of Chinese electric vehicles. China’s Commerce Ministry
called the decision to impose tariffs “unfair” and “unreasonable”, but added the issue could
be resolved through negotiations. The dispute has raised fears among industry groups
outside the car sector that they could face retaliatory tariffs from China. A trade body™! for
the French cognac industry said the French authorities “have abandoned us”. “We do not

understand why our sector is being sacrificed in this way”. It said a negotiated solution



needed to be found that would “prevent our products from facing a surtax that could
exclude them from the Chinese market”.

Figures show that in August this year, EU registrations of battery-electric cars fell by
43.9% from a year earlier. In the UK, demand for new electric vehicles hit a new record in
September, but orders were mostly driven by commercial deals and by big manufacturer
discounts, according to the industry trade body. The Society of Motor Manufacturers and
Traders (SMMT) said firms had “serious concerns as the market is not growing quickly
enough to meet mandated targets”. The industry has warned that drivers need better
incentives to buy electric to help manufacturers ahead of the planned ban on sales of new
petrol and diesel vehicles. Under the Conservative government™? the deadline for this ban
was pushed back to 2035 from 2030, but Labour™? has pledged to bring it back to 2030.

Car makers are required to meet electric vehicle sales targets. Under the Zero Emission
Vehicle (ZEV) mandate, at least 22% of vehicles sold this year must be zero-emission, with
the target expected to hit 80% by 2030 and 100% by 2035. Manufacturers that fail to hit
quotas could be fined £15,000 per car. The bosses of several car companies, including BMW,
Ford and Nissan, wrote to Chancellor Rachel Reeves on Friday saying the industry was likely
to miss these targets. They said economic factors such as higher energy and material costs
and interest rates had meant electric cars remained “stubbornly more expensive and
consumers are wary of investing”. The average cost to buy an electric car in the UK is
around £48,000. They said a “lack of confidence” in the UK’s charging infrastructure was
another barrier to encouraging people‘to switch to electric.

%1 body: Hlf& 32 the Conservative government : fR5FEUF %3 Labour : 5%

1. The EU has decided to intreduce tariffs on electric vehicles imported from China in
order to compete with Chinese-made electric vehicles, which are able to offer low prices
thanks to their.abundant labor force and low wages.

2. In the vote by the EU members, Germany, whose domestic automobile manufacturing
industry is heavily dependent on exports to China, voted against the proposal, as did 15
other countries.

3. In response to public opinions concerned about retaliatory tariffs from China, the
French government has reversed its position on imposing tariffs on electric vehicle
imports from China.

4. The number of battery-powered electric vehicles registered in the EU fell by more than
40% compared to the same month in the previous year, but as a result of trade talks between
the EU and China, demand for electric vehicles in the UK reached an all-time high.

5. Even though automobile manufacturers are required to meet the sales targets of electric
vehicles under Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV) regulations and could be fined if they fail to

achieve the targets, they have expressed concern about the feasibility due to economic factors.



[No. 60] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following passage.

Women triathletes dived off a blue pontoon into the Seine on Wednesday morning after

the river water finally tested as safe for competition, following days of delays and fierce
criticism of Paris Olympics organisers.

“The results of the latest water analyses, received at 3.20am, have been assessed as
compliant by World Triathlon allowing for the triathlon competitions to take place,” said the
organisers and World Triathlon.

The announcement came after two practice sessions were cancelled and the men’s
triathlon was postponed by 24 hours to Wednesday because of high levels of E. coli and
other bacteria in the water.

The French government had insisted on holding the swimming leg of triathlon races in
the Seine, in an effort to revive bathing in the Parisian river after.a century-long ban.
Authorities spent €1.4bn on a years-long infrastructure push.to make the Seine clean
enough for the competition, but the plan remains weather dependent.

When it rains heavily, as it did on Friday and Saturday, the city’s antique sewers
overflow into the river so as to avoid flooding the streets with sewage. Paris sought to
mitigate that risk by building a massive underground storage tank that could capture up to
46,000 cubic metres of wastewater to avoid it going into the river after storms.

But the system was overwhelmed by the bad weather last week, putting at risk organisers’
often repeated promises that the river would be ready for the triathlon and marathon
swimming. For several days tests:showed E. coli and other bacteria levels were higher than
the level of 900 colony-forming units limit set by World Triathlon as safe for competitions.

Final tests carried out before the women’s triathlon showed water quality had improved:
samples taken at four points along the river on Tuesday showed bacteria levels within 488 to
770 colony-forming units, according to French officials.

President Emmanuel Macron celebrated the long-awaited moment with a reminder of
the state’s financial commitment. “Here we are! The Seine is swimmable,” he said on social
media on Wednesday.

The triathlon was supposed to be a highlight of the Paris Olympics given that the course
was set against the dramatic backdrop of the Seine and well-known monuments—the
swimming starting at the Pont Alexandre III, followed by cycling and running along the
Champs Elysées and past the Musée d’Orsay.

Instead, it began a flashpoint for criticism that the organisers had put their desire for
postcard perfect event backdrops ahead of the needs of athletes who train for years to be

able to compete in the Olympics.



There was no back-up site for the triathlon to be held if the river was too dirty to swim,
although one was set for marathon swimming, the other event to be held in the Seine.

With more summer storms forecast in the coming days, it remains unclear if the mixed
triathlon relay and marathon swimming can be held next week.

On Wednesday, tens of thousands of fans were lined up along the Seine and the Champs
Elysées to cheer on the triathletes.

French athlete Cassandre Beaugrand broke through the finish line ahead of her
competitors to win the country’s first gold medal in the event. Switzerland’s Julie Derron
won silver, and Team GB’s Beth Potter won bronze.

Amid high temperatures and humidity, Britain’s Alex Yee won gold with a strong
performance in the 10km run, overtaking New Zealand’s Hayden Wilde, who won silver.

France’s Léo Bergere won the bronze.

1. Bathing in the Seine has been forbidden since the 1st century AD due to the poor
quality of the water, and the revival of this tradition has long been a dream of all Parisians.

2. For many years, authorities have been investing in facilities to improve the quality of
the Seine to a level suitable for swimming competitions, for example, by building facilities
to store waste water.

3. In the final test, carried out just before the women’s triathlon, samples taken from
several points along the Seine showed that the water quality had improved, with values
above the limit set by World Triathlon.

4. For many swimmers, swimming in a course with the famous sights of Paris as a backdrop
is a dream, but the organisers have been criticised for putting the figures from the water
quality tests ahead of the desires of such swimmers.

5. Alex Yee from the UK showed a strong performance in the 10km race by winning the

first ever gold medal for the UK.



[No. 61] Which of the following sequences of letters shows the best logical order for the
paragraphs in this passage?

In the year to April, there were a record 219 bear attacks in the country—six of them
fatal, according to official data. Deadly attacks have continued to occur in recent months, as
bears increasingly venture into populated areas. Some are now even thought to see humans
as prey. Bear numbers have revived as Japan'’s human population ages and shrinks,
especially outside cities. The consequences have been dangerous, although usually resulting
in injury not death.

Under the current law, licensed hunters can fire their guns only after the approval of a
police officer. The government plans to revise the law at its next parliamentary session so
the weapons can be used more freely. For instance, hunters will be allowed to shoot if there
is a risk of human injury, such as when a bear enters a building. But hunters are wary. “It is
scary and quite dangerous to encounter a bear. It is never guaranteed that we can kill a bear
by shooting,” said Satoshi Saito, executive director of the Hokkaido Hunters’ Association.
“If we miss the vital point to stop the bear from moving ... it will run away and may attack
other people,” he added. “If it then attacks a person, who will be responsible for that?”

Hokkaido has come to exemplify Japan’s growing bear problem.

The country’s northernmost major island is sparsely populated—but its bear population
has more than doubled since 1990, according to.government data. It now has around 12,000
brown bears, which are known to be more aggressive than black bears, of which there are
around 10,000 in Japan by experts’ estimates.

Local governments have tried different strategies to keep bears away.

A

E

“The bears know humans are present and attack people for their food, or recognise
people themselves as food,” local government official Mami Kondo said. “There is a high
risk that the same bear will cause a series of incidents.”

As bear numbers have grown, more of them have moved from the mountains into

flatlands closer to human populations. Over time, they have become used to the sights and



sounds of humans, and less afraid of them.

There are also fewer humans around as young people move to big cities, leaving whole
towns nearly empty. When bears do encounter humans, it can turn violent. “Bears that
enter urban areas tend to panic, increasing the risk of injury or death to people,” said
Junpei Tanaka from the Picchio Wildlife Research Center in Japan.

Bear sightings and incidents usually happen around April when they awake from
hibernation in search of food, and then again in September and October when they eat to
store fat for the winter months. But their movements have become more unpredictable as
yields of acorn—the biggest food source for bears—fall because of climate change.

“This amendment to the law is unavoidable, but it is only a stopgap measure in an
emergency,” Mr Tanaka said. Capturing and killing the animals is not the way forward, he
adds. Rather, the government needs to protect the bears’ habitat so they are not compelled
to venture too far. “In the long-term, it is necessary to implement national policy to change
the forest environment, to create forests with high biodiversity.”

He added that the government also needs to clarify who should take responsibility for
bears that wander into residential zones—local officials orhunters. “Ideally, there should
be fully trained shooters like government hunters’ who respond to emergencies, but at
present there are no such jobs in Japan.”

Residential areas are a vastly different terrain for hunters, who are used to killing bears
in unpopulated regions, Mr Saito said. “If we don’t shoot, people will criticise us and say
‘Why didn’t you shoot when you have a shotgun?’ And if we shoot, I am sure people will be
angry and say it might hit someone.

“I think it is unreasonable to ask hunters who are probably just ordinary salarymen to

make such a decision.”

7. The town of Naie in Hokkaido has been trying to hire hunters for 10,300 yen ($64;
£50) a day to patrol the streets, lay traps and kill the animals if necessary.

4. “It is not worth the trouble because confronting a bear will put our lives on the line,”
a 72-year-old hunter from the area told The Asahi Shimbun newspaper, likening an
encounter with a brown bear to “fighting a US military commando.”

7. In May, two police officers in northern Akita prefecture were seriously injured by a
bear while trying to retrieve a body from the woods after a suspected fatal bear attack.
T. Some have turned to odd guardians—robot wolves, complete with red eyes and spooky
howls, while elsewhere in the country they are testing an artificial intelligence warning

system.

7. But there are few takers; it’s a high-risk job, the pay is not attractive enough and

many of the hunters are elderly.
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[No. 62] Which of the following sequences of letters shows the best logical order for the
paragraphs in this passage?

It’s hard for most people to avoid at least some monotony at work. Complete an Excel.
Send a perfunctory email. Read a perfunctory email.

Workers often think the most productive approach when confronted with mind-numbing
tasks is to try to fight off the boredom and persist in completing them in one sitting. But
new research suggests that may not be the best strategy. Struggling to persevere at boring
tasks might actually be hurting workers’ ability to be productive at subsequent tasks.

According to the research, instead of trying to power through, workers would be better
off staggering boring tasks with tasks they find meaningful throughout the day.

When workers try to ignore or suppress that boredom, it usually leads to mind-wandering

and a decrease in productivity later in the day.

A

Belinda and his fellow researchers designed a series.of experiments and studies—first,
to find out whether productivity suffers when workers/suppress feelings of boredom, and, if

it does suffer, what could be done to fix that.

B

“Our findings were sort of like whack-a-mole,” Belinda says. “If we try to push boredom

down now, we feel the consequeénces in our attention and productivity later in the same day.”

C

Members of each group were then told to spend three minutes writing an essay that
would be used to train one of two algorithms: a “meaningful” algorithm that would help
autistic children, or one that would simply be used for another research paper. All
participants were told that the algorithm would “learn” the most based on how many unique
words their essays incorporated.

The paint-watchers on average used fewer unique words and experienced more mind-
wandering than those test subjects who watched the extreme-sports video. “If you were
really bored by that first task, you were less focused and less productive on that second task,”
says Belinda. However, participants who watched the boring video didn’t show the same
lapses in attention and productivity when they were told that the essay was going to help
build a consequential application.

“That spillover effect of boredom on future tasks was attenuated by the perceived



meaningfulness of the second task,” Belinda says.

D

Managers, too, can be part of the solution. “They can explain that trying to power
through boring tasks isn’t necessarily the best approach for anyone or for the organization,”
he says. Managers can also encourage employees to do some daily planning. “Inspire them
to think about how different tasks are likely to affect their emotions and attention, and to

plan accordingly,” he says.

7. Next the researchers tested whether performing “meaningful” tasks reduced the effects
of boredom on mind-wandering and productivity in subsequent tasks. They recruited
206 undergraduates who were randomly assigned to watch either a “high boredom” six-
minute video featuring a man explaining types of paint, or.a “low boredom” video in
which extreme-sports athletes performed stunts accompanied by high-energy music.

1. So, what’s the takeaway for employees and companies? Belinda suggests that
individual employees look at each day holistically; dividing tasks that need to get done
into “boring” and “meaningful” buckets, and structuring those eight hours so that they
toggle between the two. “When a worker engages with something that’s meaningful to
them, that can reorient their attention and replenish their energy,” Belinda says.

*7. Boredom serves an important. purpose, much like pain, says Casher Belinda, an
assistant professor of management at Notre Dame’s Mendoza College of Business, and a
co-author of the research.. “If you put your hand on a hot stove, that pain is telling you
take it off,” he says. ‘Similarly, boredom signals to us that we should stop what we're
doing and find an alternative use of our mind.

TI. In one study, 406 workers in a variety of occupations were asked to wear special watches
that pinged at intervals during their workday for one week. Each time the device would
ping, the workers were asked to rate their boredom levels, the importance of the work at

hand, how well they were concentrating and how productive they were feeling.
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[No. 63] Select the best-matched combination to fill in the blanks of the following passage.

The headlines are pretty grim: without action the world could warm by a massive 3.1C
this century, the UN says in a new report published today.

But how likely is that?

As is often the case with climate change and the science behind it: the answer is
complicated. The UN Emissions Gap report indicates that if only “current policies” are
implemented the world could warm by up to 3.1C. This would be | (1) |” for the world
according to the UN, leading to dramatic increases in extreme weather events including
heatwaves and floods. Working outside under that level of warming would be extremely
difficult if not impossible. But that number isn’t strictly new, and has to be seen in context.
The UN’s predictions of temperature rise have stayed essentially the same over the past
three years since countries met in Glasgow for COP26. The new report says: “A continuation
of current policies is estimated to limit global warming to a maximum of 3.1C (range 1.9-3.8C)
over the course of the century.” This figure is in line with a projection from the most recent
IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) report from 2021 which showed a rise
of up to 3.6C of warming this century under a higher level of emissions. Today’s report says
that if countries put into action the promises they-have already made in their carbon cutting
plans then temperatures will rise by 2.6C to'2.8C. And if every country puts these plans into
action and follows through on their existing net zero pledges, the Emissions Gap report says
the rise could be contained to 1.9C. These cooler scenarios are obviously far from guaranteed
and let’s be clear: even a rise of 1.9C would be disastrous. We've heated our planet by 1.1C
so far and we're feeling the effects on so many levels, not least an increase in extreme
weather and rising sea levels.

That these temperature projections haven’t really budged is one of the things that is
frustrating the UN— countries have made promises at COP27 and COP28, action
on the ground has been very slow. The UN report says that the goals of the Paris agreement
to keep global temperatures under 2C while making efforts to stay below 1.5C are now in
very serious danger. However, it is important to bear in mind the timing of this report,
coming just a few weeks before political leaders gather in Azerbaijan for COP29. Countries
have agreed to put new carbon cutting plans on the table by next spring. These will cover
the ten years to 2035. Scientists understand that if the emissions curve isn’t bent by then,
extremely challenging temperature rises around or above 3C will be likely. This next set of
plans, called nationally determined contributions, have been described by the UN climate
chief as among the most important documents produced this century. So this report has to

be seen as part of the push for higher ambition from world leaders.



What else is new in the report?

There are a number of factors that are new and helping to push up emissions according
to the UN. A boom in flying in 2023 saw carbon from aviation rise 19.5% compared to 2022,
as passenger travel returned close to pre-pandemic levels. Road transport emissions also
rose, but there were other key factors including the impact of climate change, driving up
temperatures and forcing people to resort to more air conditioning. “We are seeing or
starting to see more severe impacts of climate change, so heatwaves have driven up energy
demand for cooling of homes and offices,” said Dr Anne Olhoff, from UNEP (United Nations
Environment Programme). “They have also impacted hydropower generation, which has
gone down. And what do you then do when it goes down? You switch to more coal.”

Another element is the transition to electricity for vehicles and heating—the (3)
number of electric vehicles and heat pumps are also driving up demand for power, often met

by fossil fuel sources.

(1) (2) (3)

1. catastrophic while increasing
2. catastrophic while decreasing
3. catastrophic because decreasing
4. optimistic while increasing
5. optimistic because decreasing



[No. 64] Select the best-matched combination to fill in the blanks of the following passage.

Asian economies in recent years have focused on monetary policy and fighting off a
postpandemic inflation surge. The IMF thinks that battle is largely won.

“Now, it’s really time to go back to fiscal policy,” said Thomas Helbling, deputy director
of the International Monetary Fund’s Asia and Pacific Department.

Most of the region is on economically sound footing. Employment is strong and there’s
no obvious need for stimulus spending, he said. It’s the perfect time to get fiscal consolidation
back on track, he told The Wall Street Journal in a recent interview.

During the pandemic, governments spent heavily—and rightly so—but it is time to
rebuild some fiscal buffers, he said, especially given heightened uncertainty and mounting
risks.

In its latest Asia-Pacific outlook, the IMF described a worsening risk landscape. Asia’s
economic resilience faces tests from conflicts in the Middle East, uncertainty about U.S.
policy (1) a Trump administration, and continued doubts over China’s economic
revitalization.

At home, Asia faces towering public and household debt.

Public debt and debt-servicing ratios in Asia are well above prepandemic levels, making
growth-friendly fiscal consolidation an urgent priority, the fund said in its October outlook.

In a fiscal report the same month, the IMF estimated that general government gross
debt in Asia could balloon to 97 % of gross'domestic product in 2029.

Fiscal consolidation is om many countries’ agendas but there have been repeated

(2) |and they are falling behind, Helbling said, and efforts must restart “in earnest.”

Elections have been one factor behind the lack of progress, he said.

The year has:been packed with political activity in Asia, including elections in India,
Indonesia and Japan. As new administrations are formed, continuing fiscal and economic
policy can get complex. Winding back popular Covid-era supports is especially tricky.

While some measures were clearly temporary, and could be undone easily when inflation
surges, others like energy subsidies to help households are much harder to unwind, even if
the acute need or justifications are no longer there, Helbling said.

“To get the political majority, to get the political support, it takes some time.”

In Malaysia, for example, a long-debated cut to subsidies for lower-octane petrol has
faced resistance and delays, while in Japan some subsidies have been extended.

“The issue is, you often find a constituency that is particularly affected,” Helbling said.
And when governments are challenged to find a political majority, “some of the marginal

constituencies have more weight.”



Making support more targeted would help. A lot of aid during the pandemic and
immediately after was very , Helbling said. It had to be rolled out fast to help the
population, and try to prevent the economy falling off a cliff.

Now there’s room to roll some things back and tailor efforts for those who really need it,
he said.

More needs to be done to address revenue shortfalls as well, particularly in economies
with large sustainable development goals.

Many emerging economies in the region have relatively low tax revenues, the economist
said. Addressing that could involve broadening the tax base, reducing exemptions, and

strengthening tax collection.

(1) (2) (3)

1. over delayed acceptable
2. over delaying opposable

3. under delayed characteristic
4. under delays general

5. above delays unnatural
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