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There was a slight incréase in unemployment last month.
The computer industry has been booming.
She was more intelléctual than her sister.
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A new museum gives visitors a fresh look at one of American most important
monuments. It’s the Statue of Liberty Museum. It opened to the public on May 16, 2019.
The museum is located on Liberty Island. That’s off the southern tip of Manhattan, in New
York City.

The new museum covers 26,000 square feet. That’s about half the size of a football field.
It replaces the previous museum, which was in the statue’s pedestal. This will allow for
more visitors than ever before. Each year, more than 4 million people visit Liberty Island.
But only about 20% were able to enter the old museum.

“We looked at this small museum and thought, ‘Wouldn’t it be wonderful to move it out
to a place where more people could experience it?’” John Piltzecker said. He is
superintendent of the Statue of Liberty National Monument and Ellis Island.

Admission to the new museum is free with the price of a ticket to Liberty Island. Inside,
visitors can watch a film about Lady Liberty’s creation. They can also see artifacts, photos,
and even the statue’s original, 3,600-pound torch. (That torch was removed in 1984 because
of water damage.) A digital station lets visitors record what the Statue of Liberty means to
them.

The $100 million project took 26 months to complete. It was privately funded. Those
behind it hope that visitors will leave with a new appreciation for the iconic structure.

“Everywhere you go in the world, anywhere you see something about the United States,

9

you see the Statue of Liberty,” said Stephen Briganti. He is president and CEO of the
Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation.
The Statue of Liberty was a gift from France to United States. The American public got

its first look at Lady Liberty in 1886.
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On September 13, 2022, the United States Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) announced
a proposal. It would protect tricolored bats. The animal would now be listed under the
Endangered Species Act. This follows a similar proposal, made in March, to reclassify the
threatened northern long-eared bat. The two species are in danger, mainly because of a
disease called white-nose syndrome.

“Bats play such an important role in ensuring a healthy ecosystem,” USFWS director
Martha Williams said in a statement. But “white-nose syndrome is decimating™' hibernating™**
bat species,” she added.

White-nose syndrome is caused by a fungus®>. It shows up on the animal’s nose and
wings, and usually looks like white fuzz**. It was first detected in New York, in 2006, and is
known to affect only bats. The USFWS is working to understand the disease and how it
spreads.

Worldwide, there are more than 1,400 species of bats. In the U.S., there are 47. About
half of these hibernate. “The diversity of bats is immense,” wildlife biologist Jeremy
Coleman said. He leads the USFWS white-nose syndrome response team.

Most bats are insectivores, which means they eat bugs. “[They’re] the primary
consumer of night-flying insects . . . in much of the U.S.,” Coleman says. In a single night,

”

bats can eat “up to half their weight in insect prey.” This is good news for farmers, since
bats eat bugs that harm crops. According to the USFWS, the animals help U.S. farmers save
more than $3 billion a year in pest control.

White-nose syndrome has been in North America since at least 2006. That’s when cave
explorers in New York took a photo of hibernating bats with a white substance on their
noses. In 2007, biologists began to notice the animals getting sick and dying from the
fungus. At the time, white-nose syndrome was “something that nobody had really seen
before,” Coleman says.

The fungus grows in places that are cold, dark, and damp, like caves. As it attacks a bat’s
skin, the animal’s behavior starts to change. The bat becomes more active than normal,
wasting the energy it needs to survive the winter. The disease “started small and is now
affecting many, many bats,” Coleman explains. “Millions of bats have died as a result of it.”

*I decimate: to kill large numbers of animals, plants or people in a particular area

*2 hibernate: to spend the winter in a state like deep sleep

*3 fungus: . HH

*4 fuzz: short soft fine hair or fur that covers something, especially a person’s face or arms
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[No. 23] ROXONBIARTZBOLLTRLELLZOEENS,.

When Suzanne Simard began working in forestry after college, conventional theory held
that trees were isolated loners engaged in a cutthroat™' Darwinian competition for water,
sunlight, and food. Timber companies planted rows of the most lucrative*? species and
eradicated*? most of the competition —a “plantation” approach that Simard felt ignored
the messy genius of nature, with its many interwoven species.

In a series of breakthrough experiments conducted while dodging®* grizzly bears in
western Canada’s rainforests, Simard discovered that trees are connected through vast
fungal™® root systems known as mycorrhizal*® networks. Via this subterranean™’ pipeline,
they share carbon, water, and nutrients. The fungi extract sugars from the tree roots that
they can’t produce on their own, and in return the fungi ferry water and nutrients to the
tree roots and even farther, from tree to tree.

The journal Nature published Simard’s revolutionary findings in 1997, with the cover
line “The wood-wide web.” Though her work provoked harsh criticism, Simard persisted,
demonstrating how trees communicate and even cooperate between species, relaying
distress signals about drought and disease, and trading minerals through a complex circuitry*®
that she compared to neural networks in the human brain.

Simard has also identified “mother trees” that act as hubs for these networks. They can
recognize their own offspring and shuffle extra resources to them. When these elders die,
they “dump” carbon and defense compounds into the network, uploading®® food and
information for future generations.

*1 cutthroat: fierce

*2 Jucrative: making a large profit

*3 eradicate: to destroy or get rid of something completely, especially something bad

*4 dodge: to move quickly and suddenly to one side in order to avoid somebody or

something

*5 fungal < fungus: 7 ¥., EHE

*6 mycorrhizal < mycorrhiza: 1R

*7 subterranean: under the ground

*8 circuitry: a system of electrical circuits

*9 upload: if information, a computer programs etc. uploads, or if you upload it, you

move it from a small computer to a computer network so that other people

can see it or use it.
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Are you free this coming Saturday?
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No, not yet.

Of course not.

Well, I think so. Why?

Yes. Have you seen it already?

Are you talking of the latest film of the fantasy series about wizard school?
Do you mind going to see it with me?

They are showing a very good film at the Fuji Theater.
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Serena, I have some important news.

I know! This afternoon, your soccer team is going to have a big home game, right?
That’s right. Wait a minute. How did you know?

. We were talking at soccer practice today.

Oh, okay. Do you think that you can come to the game?

Sure. Naomi and I will go together. Are you nervous?

You’ll be fine. . Here, take this.

What'’s this?
This is a charm that will bring you good luck.

Wow, thanks, Serena!

I heard that the Tigers are a strong team

Naomi told me

This is a luck charm for you

The team information was posted on social media

I have something for you
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From Time for Kids. © 2019 TIME USA LLC.. All rights reserved. Used under license.

https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/new-museum/

*No.21
From TIME for Kids. © 2022 TIME USA LLC.. All rights reserved. Used under license.

https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/bats-in-danger-g5-8-plus/?rl=en-840

*No.23
Kerry Banks, “The ‘wood-wide web,’ explained”, Why all life on Earth depends on trees, National

Geographic
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